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Spotlight on tutor Joy Addison  

 
After retiring from her job as a school administrator, 

Joy was pleased to finally be able to give back to her 

San Mateo community. After a short break in which 

she allowed herself to sleep in, she signed up for 

Project Read’s tutor training. This was over thirteen 

years ago!  

 
Joy began volunteering as an English teacher in our 

Turnbull program. She loves team-teaching and 

working with the students in small groups. The 
literacy coordinator asked her if she would also like 

to work one-to-one with an adult learner. Her new 

learner had a high school education, but had never read an entire book. Joy and 

Onnie have been working together for over thirteen years now. Joy said that 

they may have surpassed some of the main literacy goals, but the two continue 

to meet. About Onnie, Joy said, “We have a great relationship. She teaches me 

as much as I teach her.” Over the years they have read many books together. 

They are currently reading Pride and Prejudice! 

 

Due to interest among the Turnbull students, Joy recently started a U.S.  
Citizenship class. Joy describes herself as a history government and civics buff, 

and was keen on teaching the class. Currently the group consists of two  

students. They love the information and are highly engaged in learning. 

 

Exciting connections are already happening! 

 

Joy kept a copy of the Declaration of Independence for many years. Her  
daughter once asked her why she continues to hold onto it. Joy was excited to 

find that the students in her Citizenship class loved seeing the beautifully written 

document and the signatures of the historic figures they are learning about.  

 
The group read a children’s library book about the Pledge of Allegiance: One of 

the women’s children was there and recognized the Pledge of Allegiance as 

something he knew from school. This connection is very important for both  

parent and child. 

Thank you, Joy, for all of the wonderful work you have done and continue to do! 
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English Tutoring Class at Turnbull 

Saturday, May 2nd, brought our Turnbull ESL Literacy Families to the San 

Mateo Public Library for a pizza-themed afternoon.  We ate pizza, read pizza 

stories, created a pizza craft, and took home three brand new books 

(including Pizza Party!).  It was great fun, and surely an afternoon that the  
families will remember.  This event was sponsored by the George Archer 

Foundation for Literacy. 

In partnership with the San Mateo-Foster City school district, Project Read 

continues to offer twice-weekly English-language learning classes to adults at 

Turnbull Child Development Center.  Project Read also provides childcare so 

busy parents can attend classes. 

The last class for this session is on June 4. Classes will resume in the fall. 

Project Read News and Events  
 

Families for Literacy Event 

Adult Summer Learning Challenge 

Read any book of your choice: book, ebook or audio, submit a review and be 

entered in drawing to win a $30 gift card. Entry forms available at all  libraries.  

June 1st thru August 31st.   

Tutors, please let your learner know about this program! 

 

For more information, contact Information Services at (650)-522-7818. 
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We are currently conducting our third six-week session partnering with  
Peninsula Family Service (PFS). Students are gaining important skills that they 

can use in the community, at home and at work. 

 
Project Read volunteers, Dildar Gill-Pisani and Juliet Jones teach parents at 

PFS one evening a week.   

 

PFS is providing space for the classes and for childcare; is delivering a free,  
nutritious dinner for families to enjoy together before class each week; and is 

providing logistical staffing support.   

 

Project Read provides the learning materials and supports the volunteer  
teachers.  Project Read also provides three childcare workers to engage with 

the children so their parents can focus on learning. 

 

 

Project Read Partners with Peninsula Family 

Service to Improve Literacy 

On May 16, nine new tutors completed our ten-hour tutor training class.  Our 

new volunteer tutors come from all backgrounds and bring a wealth of 

knowledge and life experience. We appreciate your hard work and dedication.   

Welcome to Project Read and thank you for your volunteer efforts! 

From left- 
Kim,  Andrea, Erline, 

Mary, Wendy, Polly, 

Kathy, Constance and 

John. 

Welcome newly trained Project Read Tutors! 



Join us in Celebrating Project Read’s 30th anniversary of providing literacy  

services to the community.  

 

Sunday, September 20th, 2:00pm-4:00pm, Oak Room in the Library. 

 

Tutors: Please ask your learner to write something about their  
experience in literacy. How has tutoring helped them achieve their 

goals?  Please send the writings to us by August 1st. Thank you! 

Upcoming Project Read Events 

Save the Date! 

30 

Years 

 

Celebrating 

 

30 Years of 

 

Adult Literacy 

Tutor Resources   
 
The Project Read Computer Lab has a new look! When you visit the Project 

Read computer lab (located in our 2nd floor office), you will notice we now have 

direct links to some of our important literacy-related library databases on the 

desktop for easy access. Links include: 

 

BrainFuse (homework help) 

JobScout (job related) 

CareerOneStop (job related) 

Pronunciator (language study) 

Learning Express Library (multiple resources including GED and Citizenship) 

Medline Plus (health resources in English and Spanish  

We have a new online subscription to “News for You”. Contact the Project 
Read office for the password. We will continue to carry the paper version of 

“News for You”. 

Library Events 
 

Financial Literacy Workshop 

  
Investing Basics: Tips for Becoming a Smarter Investor 
Learn how investing fits into an overall financial plan plus smart  

investing tips. 

Thursday May 28th 
6:30pm 

Oak Room, 1st floor of the library. 
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The small group class meets on Monday evenings from 6:00pm-7:30pm in 

the Laurel Room.  

 

This class is perfect for learners who are waiting to be matched with a  
tutor. Learners who are already matched with a tutor can take the class in 

addition to their regular tutoring sessions. Tutors, if you know of a learner 

who is interested in taking the class, please let Project Read staff know. 
 

Reading Comprehension, Small Group Class    

Tutor and Learner featured in Library video 
 

Tutor Mary Kroll was interviewed in the new video created for the Library 

Foundation. She and her learner can be seen in the video,  

Fund a Need 2015:  

http://smlibraryfoundation.org/  

 

 
 
 
 

Learner Success Stories 

 
In addition to working with her tutor, Rana is attending ESL classes at College 

of San Mateo. Rana was very proud that she received an A+ on a test. She  

attributes it to her extra work at Project Read! 

 

Four Project Read learners got new jobs!  
 

Bill 

Edward 

Jung Jun 

Martin 
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