
 

Changing Lives Through Literacy 

January/February ,  2015 

New Outreach Specialist: Maria Lozano 

Project Read – Menlo Park is 

excited to announce our new 

Literacy Outreach Specialist is 

Maria Lozano. She has been 

participating in learner/tutor 

recruitment, workshops, and 

projects. Previously, Maria was 

the Project Read classroom 

coordinator for our English 

classes at Belle Haven and 

continues to work with the staff 

and students there. Added to 

those efforts, she is also currently 

teaching an ESL class at the 

Rosalie Rendu Center in East 

Palo Alto and taking courses at 

UCSC-Extension towards the 

TESOL (Teachers of English to 

Speakers of Other Languages) 

Certificate. “Watching our 

dedicated learners work toward 

achieving their goals keeps me 

motivated. You can’t help but 

experience personal growth when 

you’re working with tutors and 

learners focused on enhancing 

the learners’ life through 

improved language skills.”  
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Project Read – Menlo Park Staff 

Roberta Roth - Literacy Program Manager & Co-Editor  

Maria Lozano - Literacy Outreach Specialist & Co-Editor 

Jan Lin - Office Assistant & Production Manager 

Mercy Nuesca - Computer Lab Coordinator & Co-Production Manager 

Sara Tevis - Beginning Speaking Teacher  

Vicki Vozza - Intermediate Literacy Teacher  

Doug Booth - Office Volunteer, Salesforce Administrator & Co-Editor 

Mike Goodkind - Computer Lab Volunteer & Staff Writer 
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How Do We Say It? 

It's early in 2015 and time to look back on 

2014. It was a full year with a lot of 

opportunities. Projects with purpose 

progressed and many things were 

accomplished, some 

not - we're moving 

on. What can we say 

today for 2014? It 

seems there is really 

only one thing that 

needs to be said 

before we put last year to bed. How about 

a big Thank You for all that you've done 

for Project Read in 2014? Thank You for 

your precious time that has been donated 

to the program - volunteering, tutoring, 

supporting. Thank you for providing items 

from our published "wish list". Thank you 

for offering us incentives to make Project 

Read work for our community. Thank you 

for your donations of money to help the 

program run. We’ll be participating in  

SV Gives again in May so keep your eyes 

open for other 

opportunities to 

support us. We’re 

looking forward to 

celebrating Project 

Read’s 30th 

anniversary this year 

with the many people who have helped 

make it a success. Thank you, thank you, 

thank you. 

 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to the 

following donors who contributed to our 

end-of-year fundraising: 

 

To all current Project Read Tutors:  

We appreciate your hard work and 

dedication. As a thank you we have a 

special gift for you! We have Lalita 

Tademy’s new book Citizens Creek 

ready for you to come pick up along 

with a holiday card and a bookmark. If 

you have not already done so please 

come by to pick up your gift. 

 

Thank you again for your dedication 

and hard work. 

Holiday Gift Reminder 

Deborah & Steven Baloff 

Elizabeth Bales & Hardi Stutes 

Kathleen Bales 

Judith and Stanley Brodsky 

Paula Cooper 

Michael S. Duggleby Trust 

Mike & Marion Goodkind 

Andrea Herz 

Rian & Melissa Jorgensen 

Sue Kemp  ·  Jane Land  

Harry & Carol Louchheim 

John & Lee Pierce  ·  Quest Diagnostics 

Charles Schmuck  ·  John Schniedwind  

Nitesh Sharan  ·  Alaina & David Sloo 

Annabelle Walker  ·  Weldon & Carol Wong 
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Did you know that your life is a poem, and 

your experiences are fertile ground for 

inspired writing that will encourage other 

learners?  

 

We learned this among 

other things on November 

15th when Kalamu Chaché, 

East Palo Alto’s poet 

laureate, led tutors and 

learners in a joyful writing 

workshop. Kalamu provided 

us with practical tools to 

facilitate the development of 

our personal writing abilities and guidance 

on how to help our learners improve theirs. 

She revealed every day opportunities where 

we can implement good writing habits and 

which can be used as a basis for writing 

lessons. We discovered that time dedicated 

to writing is time spent in nourishing our 

spirits and creating a vehicle that can 

connect us to others. As part of our 30th 

anniversary celebration this year, Project 

Read is collecting the fascinating and rich 

life stories of our learners. As with 

accomplishing any goal, scheduling time is 

a key factor. If you have not yet embarked 

on this storytelling 

adventure with your 

learners, come by the 

Project Read office for 

materials that will help you 

get started and stay on 

track. This is the perfect 

season for our learners to 

reflect on where they have 

been and where they want 

to go as individuals and as 

lifelong learners. Help guide your learner to 

put pen to paper and fingers to the 

keyboard. Please schedule an appointment 

to meet with Roberta or Maria in April to 

report your progress and then submit your 

learner’s life story by June 30th. 

 

Thank you Kalamu for sharing your love of 

writing with us and energetically 

jumpstarting Project Read’s life story 

project. 
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Using Your Image 

As Project Read communicates more and 

more with our communities, we are using 

more photos in our newsletter, etc. To 

"legally" use an image of someone 

(candid photo, selfie, or portrait) Project 

Read as an organization must obtain 

authorization from the individuals in the 

photo.  

 

In the past our collection of this 

authorization has been inconsistent. We 

will be doing an audit of those who have 

given us their permission to use their 

image and asking people who haven't 

provided us with the release to complete 

one for our records. This effort will include 

all folks associated with Project Read - 

learners, tutors, employees, and 

volunteers. 

 

Soon you might be requested to fill out a 

release form, and tutors might be asked to 

help their learners with the effort. In the 

future all new folks will be required to fill 

out an authorization form when signing up 

with Project Read. We will try to have 

these forms in as many different 

languages as needed.  

 

Thank you in advance for your 

acceptance of this effort. If you would 

never want your image involved in our 

communications please tell us. Your 

wishes will be tracked and honored. 

Reminder about Library Policies 
If you and your learner meet at the Menlo 

Park Library, we want to give you a 

friendly reminder of the library policies: 

 

The counters right outside the 

Project Read offices are 

reserved specifically for our use 

from 12 noon to 9 PM. However, 

the square tables are still 

available for other library patrons to use.  

If you should find a non-Project Read 

person using the counters during the 

reserved times, you can politely ask them 

to move or let us know in the office and 

we will ask them to move to a different 

part of the library. If you wish to identify 

yourself as a Project Read tutor, there are 

name tags available in the office. 

 

Also, cell phone conversations are 

not allowed in the library. If you 

need to make or answer a phone 

call, you are encouraged to step 

out into the library patio or into our offices 

so as not to disturb other patrons.  

 

We appreciate everyone following these 

library policies.  
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Featured Resources: 
Books by Francisco Jiménez and 

Northstar Digital Literacy Assessment 

Writing About Oneself  

As participants of Project 

Read our learners are 

learning not only to read 

the English language, but 

also to express their 

thoughts in written words. 

One topic that people like 

to write about when they 

are learning English is a 

story about themselves 

and how they came to the United States. As 

tutors in Project Read you are also trained to 

help them improve their writing. There are many 

inspiring examples. Francisco Jiménez 

emigrated with his family from Mexico, and as a 

child worked in the fields of California. He 

eventually authored a series of three 

autobiographical books: The Circuit: Stories 

from a Migrant Child, Breaking Through and 

Reaching Out. Project Read has copies of all 

three Jiménez books which you can borrow. In 

past years, Project Read learners also wrote 

stories that were published as a collection of 

writings in an anthology. As part of the 30th 

anniversary celebration of Project Read this 

year, we would like learners to write their own 

life story to be published in a special anthology.  

Please talk with Roberta or Maria in the Project 

Read office for more information. 

Demonstrating Computer Skills 

Did you know that many 

employers today require basic 

computer skills? Well, the Project 

Read computer lab can help our 

people learn and showcase those 

skills! Using the Northstar Digital 

Literacy Assessment we can find 

out what computer skills they 

know and what areas they may 

still need help with. When 

learners feels ready they can earn 

certificates by successfully 

completing any of the seven 

assessments. Have your learner 

call or stop by the office to make 

an appointment to take an 

assessment or to learn more 

about this resource. Tutors are 

also welcome to participate. 

An example of the certificate users can earn 

through Northstar Digital Literacy. 
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The English classes are starting up 
their winter session and we are short 
on classroom tutors. As a classroom 
tutor you will get to work with our 
English teachers, meet adult learners 
in our program, and help motivate 
people at an important moment in their 
lives. Tutors are needed for 1.5 to 3 
hours a week. The classes meet 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7 to 
8:30 PM at the Belle Haven School. If 
you or anyone you know is interested 
in becoming a classroom tutor, please 
contact Maria at 650-330-2525. 

Become a  
Classroom Tutor 

A New Year’s Resolution That Keeps On Giving: 

Become a Tutor 

Project Read – Menlo Park is conducting training in 

February for potential new volunteer tutors. Tutors who 

have completed the video training are also welcome to 

attend. Please share this with anyone you know who 

might have an interest in making a real difference in 

the lives of adults and families in our community by 

becoming a trained volunteer tutor. Free training 

sessions will be held on Tuesday, February 24th from 

5:30 to 8:30 PM and Saturday, February 28th from 

10:30 AM to 3:30 PM. A follow-up session will take 

place on Tuesday, April 7th from 6 to 7:30 PM. For 

more information, stop by the office or call us at 650-

330-2525. Please notify Maria by phone or email 

mdlozano@menlopark.org if you plan to attend. 

Do you have a passion for helping 
others share their life stories in 
writing? Are you organized and detail-
oriented? 
 
Project Read is looking for volunteers 
interested in working on our Learner 
Life Stories Writing project.  
  
If you or anyone you know would like 
to get involved, please contact Maria 
or Roberta at 650-330-2525 or 
mdlozano@menlopark.org. 

Needed: Learner Life 
Stories Writing Project 

Volunteers 

mailto:rlroth@menlopark.org
mailto:rlroth@menlopark.org
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In celebration of this year being Project Read’s 30th 

anniversary, the computer lab will be launching a new 

series of fun and informative workshops. It is our hope 

that these workshops will bring more users into the lab 

and allow us to share some of the many resources we 

have available. We have already kicked off the new 

year with a very successful workshop about our new 

resource, the Northstar Digital Literacy Assessment. All 

the computers were filled as both learners and tutors 

came into the lab to try out the assessments, most of 

whom received a passing score and a certificate to 

showcase their skills. Those who missed the workshop 

can still take advantage of this valuable resource. Note 

that this is not a class but an online resource for self-

study. To get started, make an appointment to take a 

practice assessment and review some online lessons, 

then schedule a proctored assessment. The 

assessments can be done in either English or Spanish 

and each take about 20 - 45 minutes to complete. 

 

Next month we’ll be having a Valentine’s Day Card 

workshop where one can learn how to make 

professional greeting cards on the computer. It will be 

on Monday, February 9th from 6:30 to 8 PM. And on 

Monday, March 9th we’ll be hosting another workshop  

from 6:30 to 8 PM in conjunction with Digital Learning 

Day. Details to follow. 

 

Please note that all lab workshops will be held in the 

computer lab opposite the PRMP offices unless 

otherwise posted. Tutors and learners are welcome to 

attend. Feel free to contact Mercy, at 650-330-2525 or 

nuesca@plsinfo.org for more information.  

Upcoming Computer Lab Workshops 

Does your learner have a 

computer at home? Do 

they have internet access? 

 

If you answered NO to 

both questions then the 

Chicana/Latina 

Foundation can help. The 

group offers refurbished 

computers for $75, which 

come pre-loaded with 

Windows 7 and Microsoft 

Office 2010 and have a  

90-day warranty. The 

Foundation can also help 

with getting affordable 

internet access set up. For 

more information, please 

contact Maria at  

650-330-2525 or 

mdlozano@menlopark.org. 

Refurbished 
Computers from 
Chicana/Latina 

Foundation  

mailto:rlroth@menlopark.org
mailto:rlroth@menlopark.org
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Learner Focus: Larisa Kulikov 

This month’s learner can be seen all 

around Project Read. In fact, if you 

haven’t already met Larisa Kulikov, we’re 

sure it will only be a matter of time before 

you do. Not only does Larisa work one-to-

one with her tutor, Judy Brodsky, but she 

also attends the ESL Conversation Club 

on Wednesday nights, and she often is 

found working in the computer lab. At one 

time, Larisa was also a student in the 

Intermediate Literacy class with Vicki 

Vozza. Additionally, Larisa makes it a 

point to attend many Project Read events. 

You could say that Larisa is a big fan of 

Project Read and she’s very effusive 

about it. She describes it as a “beautiful 

program” filled with “intelligent and 

beautiful people.” She especially loves 

that the program is free and appreciates 

all the help that she has received in the 

few years that she has been with us. Just 

this past year alone, Larisa has managed 

to become a U.S. citizen and has also 

passed her driver’s license test. When she 

found out she passed the citizenship test 

she jumped for joy. Her goal now is to 

continue to study English. “Right now I 

have American citizenship and an 

American passport, and because I live in 

America I want to be a good American 

woman.” She has chosen to demonstrate 

this by changing her last name from 

Kulikova to Kulikov, 

dropping the “a” at the 

end which is 

customary for female 

Russian surnames.  

 

In her advice to other 

people she expresses 

her wish “for other 

immigrants to study 

English in the library 

and to take a tutor, 

because it’s a very 

good place for 

studying English. I’m 

glad to go here!”  

Page 8  Our News 

Tutor Judy Brodsky (left) with her learner Larisa Kulikov (right). 
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Shortly after retiring from a career as a 

research coordinator at Stanford Medical 

Center, Judy Brodsky came into the 

library — “a safe and comfortable place,” 

where she was drawn to a recruiting 

notice for Project Read tutors. “I figured 

that people who came to learn English as 

adults must be very well motivated.”  

 

Judy already had some experience 

tutoring children and was active in several 

adult service organizations, but Project 

Read offered a one-on-one opportunity for 

“a real adult conversation, hearing stories 

and sharing in another adult’s successes.” 

She explains, “All my work has been 

involved in working with people and this is 

a continuation.” Judy signed up and 

trained as a tutor five years ago, and 

since then has helped four learners 

develop life-changing skills. Two of her 

learners have passed the U.S. citizenship 

exam. Judy points out that this test is 

heavily oral and requires both confidence 

and sufficient English proficiency to 

convince an examiner (a stranger) that 

the applicant is ready to become a U.S. 

citizen.  

 

By listening to their adventures and 

stories, and responding with her own 

thoughts and feelings, Judy helps learners 

build confidence and get beyond the fear 

“that someone may ‘say something’ about 

how the students express themselves.” 

Practicing is often the joy of sharing 

personal stories with a new friend. “A 

story that is fascinating for me is often just 

what the student needs to talk about to 

practice proper English and meet his or 

her goals.” Judy selects work and 

guidebooks from the Project Read 

collection for her learners, but “the real-

time conversational practice was crucial to 

build the skills and confidence needed for 

life accomplishments.” 

 

Larisa had a solid education in her native 

Russia, so Judy was able to concentrate 

helping Larisa transfer existing skills to a 

new culture and language. Her earlier 

learners required more support to gain 

reading proficiency for the first time in any 

language, “so it’s necessary to mesh what 

we do during sessions with what the 

student brings to the table.” 

 

The time commitment for tutoring is 

comfortable, Judy says. “There are 

always students waiting to be paired with 

a tutor. Even if you have an extra hour a 

week, you can do some good. It’s not 

difficult but you have to be willing and able 

to engage with another person.” 
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Upcoming Events 

Valentine's Day Card Workshop 

Monday, February 9, 6:30-8PM 

PRMP 
 

New Tutor Training 

February 24, 5:30-8:30PM 

February 28, 10:30AM-3:30PM 

Follow-up: April 7, 6-7:30PM 

MPL DMR 
 

Computer Lab Workshop 

Monday, March 9, 6:30-8PM 

PRMP 

 

Key Dates 

PRMP Computer Lab Tutors at MPL 

Mondays 12-2PM & 6-8PM  

Wednesdays 10AM-2PM & 6-8PM 

English Classes at BHS 

 Tuesday and Thursday 7-8:30PM 

English Conversation Club at MPL DMR 

 Every Wednesday 5-6PM 

Key  

MPL = Menlo Park Library PRMP = Project Read – Menlo Park  

BH = Belle Haven Library   BHS = Belle Haven School  

DMR = Downstairs Meeting Room  


