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Doug Booth, Office and Salesforce Administrator  

Doug is the Project Read Office 

Administrator (SalesForce). He 

came to Project Read – Menlo Park 

almost four years ago to contribute 

a few hours of community service 

and found the program so fulfilling 

that he stayed. Doug's background 

includes being born and raised in 

Weed, California and over 30 years 

experience as an in-house 

journalist/standards analyst for a 

couple of large businesses in 

corporate America, including 

Chevron and IBM.  He retired in 

2002. When he’s not in the Project 

Read office, Doug spends time with 

his two adult children and four 

grandkids. Doug tells us that the 

motivation for his commitment is the 

people involved with this program 

and the quality of people that he 

experiences at Project Read.   

"I had 32 years of a successful 

corporate America career but I now 

say that I've never experienced the 

satisfaction I get from being here.  

The sensitive tutors and the grateful 

learners make me feel "warm and 

fuzzy". Thanks for your 

involvement, Doug. 
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Newsletter Update 

 

Writing Workshop Reminder 

As mentioned in the October edition of 

Our News, Project Read – Menlo Park 

will be celebrating its 30
th
 anniversary 

next year. In celebration of this 

significant milestone Project Read will 

be compiling “life stories” of our learners 

into a book. To assist learners and 

tutors, Project Read will be sponsoring 

a special writing workshop presented by 

Poetess Kalamu Chaché. This 

workshop will take place on Saturday, 

November 15th from 10:30 am to 

12:30 pm in the downstairs meeting 

room (same room where the ESL 

Conversation Club meets). If you are 

interested please email 

rlroth@menlopark.org or call 650-330-

2525 to RSVP. 

Page 2  Our News 

Missed an edition of our monthly 

newsletter? Not to worry! Now you can 

access it on the Menlo Park Library 

website. To access the archive of past 

articles go to: 

 

1. http://menlopark.org/  (may come out 

as http://menlopark.org/389/Library)  

2. On the left hand side you will see a 

menu navigation. At the bottom, click 

on the navigation button for Project 

Read.  

3. Towards the bottom you will see a link 

for the newsletter and from there you 

can read editions going back to March 

2014. 

 

Starting with this issue, Our News will now 

be published bi-monthy (every other 

month). We also welcome any literacy 

related article suggestions from readers 

for the future editions of the newsletter. 

Let us know what you would like to read 

about! 

mailto:rlroth@menlopark.org
http://menlopark.org/
http://menlopark.org/389/Library
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Do Your Holiday Shopping  
and Support Project Read – Menlo Park! 

You have the power to support Project Read through your simple everyday actions - 

shopping and dining. Use these easy programs during the holiday season (and all year 

round): 

1. Kepler's Community Donations Program 

Mention Project Read - Menlo Park Literacy Partners while shopping at 

Kepler's or online at Keplers.com and 6% of your transaction is donated 

back to us. 

2. Goodshop Program 

Enroll online to earn donations for Project Read - Menlo Park Literacy Partners at 

thousands of participating restaurants and stores.  It's an easy to use program that's 

totally discreet and allows members to earn donations coast-to-coast.  Visit 

www.goodsearch.com to create a Goodsearch account that will give you access to not 

only Gooddining but other daily actions that will raise money for Project Read. You can 

also shop on the go with the Goodshop app for iPhone and iPad. 

3. Amazon Smile 

Visit smile.Amazon.com and select Project Read - Menlo Park Literacy Partners as your 

charitable organization. For eligible purchases at AmazonSmile, the AmazonSmile 

Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price.  

4. Employer Matching Gift Programs 

Many employers sponsor matching gift programs and will match any charitable 

contributions made by their employees. Please check with your human resources 

department to see if your donation can be matched. The impact of your gift to our 

organization may be doubled! Some companies match gifts made by retirees and/or 

spouses.  

5. Direct Donations 

To donate directly and securely, visit the Project Read 

website www.projectreadmenlopark.org.  Select the red 

DONATE: Help end illiteracy box in the upper right corner which takes you to our 

Donations page powered by JustGive.org. You will be making a tax-deductible 

contribution to Project Read - Menlo Park Literacy Partners our 501 (c)(3). You can also 

check out our Support Page at www.projectreadmenlopark.org/support to find out other 

ways to contribute to our program. Your contributions will help support our 2014-2015 

Learner Life Stories Project.  

http://www.goodsearch.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/
http://www.projectreadmenlopark.org/
http://www.projectreadmenlopark.org/support
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New at the Computer Lab 

The Computer Lab team is excited to 

announce a few changes to our lab 

schedule!  

 

Our Monday hours are reduced, but we 

have extended our hours on Wednesday 

to make room for our new tutor: Deniz 

Baloglu. She is in the lab on Wednesdays 

from 1 to 3 pm and can help you with 

anything computer-related. We also now 

have tutors available to meet with learners 

at the Belle Haven Library if they cannot 

make it to our lab here.  Email Mercy at 

nuesca@plsinfo.org to schedule an 

appointment with one of our lab tutors. 

And be sure to stop by the lab to pick up a 

copy of our newly revised schedule.   

 

We are also happy to announce our 

newest online resource: Northstar Digital 

Literacy Project, which allows users to 

complete assessments and earn 

certificates that demonstrate their basic 

digital literacy skills.  Drop by the lab to 

learn more about this resource!  

Holiday Greeting Card Workshops 

Page 4  Our News 

Inspired by the popularity and success of our 

previous card workshops, we will be hosting 

two Holiday Greeting Card Workshops in the 

Project Read computer lab. Both learners and 

tutors are invited to come and create greeting 

cards for family and friends. We have cards 

for Thanksgiving, Hanukkah, Kwanzaa, 

Christmas, and New Year’s. The first 

workshop will take place on Wednesday, 

November 19th from 6:30 to 8 pm and will be 

repeated on Wednesday, December 10th 

from 6:30 to 8 pm. If you can’t make it to the 

lab on those days, you’re always welcome to 

drop in when there are scheduled volunteer 

tutors in the lab (see our new schedule below) 

or you can make an appointment. We hope to 

see you there! 

mailto:nuesca@plsinfo.org
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Congratulations to Vicki Vozza! 
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Tutor Training Highlights 

We at Project Read – Menlo Park would like to offer our 

heartfelt congratulations to our Intermediate Literacy 

Teacher, Vicki Vozza, for her recent accomplishments. 

Read on as she shares her news: 

 

“It is official ~ I have my Master's in Teaching English to 

Speakers of Other Languages from the University of San 

Francisco.  The field of education is reliant on teachers 

being flexible in their methods, and adaptable to their 

population of learners in their strategies.  My goal is to 

deepen my understanding of how we view and 

understand successful outcomes in education, as well  

as how communities generate innovative change and 

impact. Remember to like Project Read Menlo Park 

on Facebook!” 

Last month we had our fall tutor training 

session and welcomed six new tutors to our 

program. In case you missed it, here are a 

few highlights from our two days of training: 

 

 Our Computer Lab Coordinator, Mercy 

Nuesca, shared the new training videos 

available on the CLLS Tutor Training 

Resources Pinterest Board. The videos 

were created as part of the Online Access 

to Tutor Training Project and can be found 

at www.pinterest.com/cllstraining/. Note: 

you must have a Pinterest account . 

 Ann Walker, a past tutor and long-time 

reading specialist, spoke about how to 

teach reading and emphasized the 

importance of having your learner select 

reading materials. Copies of her 

presentation are available at the office. 

 Abigail Droge, a Stanford PhD candidate, 

taught the writing portion of our training 

and shared tips on how to teach writing 

and provide feedback. Copies of the 

Writing Handbook that Abigail created are 

also available in the Project Read office. 

 Tutor and Learner Pair, Susan Speicher 

and Margarita Joachin, talked about 

creating Margarita’s book (drop by the 

Project Read office to see it) and a speech 

for her daughter’s wedding. Their big 

advice for how to make your tutoring 

sessions successful? “Have fun!” 

https://www.pinterest.com/cllstraining/
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Learner Focus: Lama Jampa 

When you meet this month’s learner, you 

cannot help but feel an overwhelming 

sense of calm. This probably has to do 

with the fact that he is a Tibetan Buddhist 

monk at the Bodhi Path Karma Kagyu 

Buddhist Center of Menlo Park. Lama 

Jampa moved to the United States in 

March of 2007 when his 

teacher, Shamar 

Rinpochen, asked that he 

come to teach at one of the 

Buddhist Centers he had 

founded. His teacher has 

since passed away, but 

Lama Jampa continues to 

teach at the Bodhi Path 

Center while also being a 

learner with Project Read. 

He was first referred to our 

program by someone at the 

center who knew he was 

looking for an English tutor. 

When Lama Jampa began 

working with his first tutor, Ginny, he 

spoke little English. They worked together 

for many years until she retired from the 

program last year. The two, however, 

keep in contact through weekly phone 

calls and occasional visits. While waiting 

to be matched with a new tutor, Lama 

Jampa used the computer lab and began 

to study for the U.S. Citizenship test with 

the help of a lab tutor. When he was 

matched with his new tutor, Bernard 

Clouse, the two continued to prepare for 

the test using the Civics and Citizenship 

Toolkit in the lab. This past spring, Lama 

Jampa took the test and passed. “This is a 

very nice country and I’m very, very happy 

to be a citizen! Sometimes I have to travel 

and it’s much easier with a 

passport. I can do more 

now.” Although his role as 

a Tibetan Buddhist monk 

takes him to many different 

countries, he keeps up 

with his studies by using 

Rosetta Stone on his 

computer. However, he 

would be the last to call 

himself “hardworking”. “I 

feel lazy sometimes,” he 

admits, but he recognizes 

that discipline is very 

important in improving his 

English. Lama Jampa 

appreciates how helpful the teachers are 

and how organized our program is, which 

is different from his past schooling 

experience in his home country of Tibet. 

“In my mind, there are lots of things to 

learn. It looks like the stars. But then you 

find something important to learn and you 

focus on that”. Having achieved his goal 

of becoming a U.S. citizen, Lama Jampa 

is now studying for the driver’s test.  
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Tutor Focus: Bernard Clouse 

This month’s featured tutor, Bernard 

Clouse, has been a part of Project Read – 

Menlo Park since 2008. It was through a 

posting in the library that Bernard first 

discovered Project Read. Although he has 

always enjoyed teaching, what really drew 

him to volunteer with the 

program was the idea that 

learners were here because 

they wanted to be and not 

because they had to be, 

unlike some of the students 

he worked with at some after 

school programs. Bernard 

describes his favorite part of 

tutoring as “seeing people get 

the confidence to do things 

on their own,” whether it’s having a 

conversation or renewing their driver’s 

license. He explains that this requires 

giving learners the “atmosphere to 

practice and get comfortable”. Another 

aspect of tutoring that Bernard enjoys is 

being able to meet new people and get 

outside his circle of family, friends and 

coworkers. “We tend to spend a lot of 

time with people like us and it’s a nice 

way to interact with a broader part of the 

community”. Working with his learner 

Lama Jampa, a Tibetan 

Buddhist Monk, has certainly 

given Bernard the chance to 

interact with someone he 

might not normally have. This 

was also the case with his 

previous learner who was a 

cook with the U.S. Merchant 

Marines, and with whom he 

worked for five years. 

Bernard’s advice to potential 

tutors is: “Don’t be afraid it’ll be a burden 

or that you won’t be qualified. It’s not a 

part-time job and it doesn’t take a lot. You 

can help more than you think you can just 

by being available to them, to listen and 

answer their questions”.  

Project Read – Menlo Park needs your help! The English classes have begun but 
we are short on classroom tutors. As a classroom tutor you will get to work with our 
English teachers, meet other adult learners in our program, and help motivate 
people at an important moment in their lives. Tutors are needed for 1.5 to 3 hours a 
week. The classes meet Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7 to 8:30 pm at the Belle 
Haven School. If you or anyone you know is interested in becoming a classroom 
tutor, please contact Maria Lozano at 650-330-2525. 

Classroom Tutors Needed! 
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Upcoming Events 

Writing Workshop 

Saturday, November 15, 2014 

10:30AM-12:30PM 

MPL DMR 

 

Holiday Greeting Card Workshops  

Wednesday, November 19 6:30-8PM 

Wednesday, December 10 6:30-8PM 

PRMP 
 

Friends of the Library Holiday Book Sale 

Sunday, December 7, 2014 12-4PM 

MPL DMR 

 

Key Dates 

PRMP Computer Lab Tutors at MPL 

Mondays 12-2PM & 6-8PM  

Wednesdays 10AM-1PM & 6-8PM 

English Classes at BHS 

 Tuesdays and Thursdays 7-8:30PM 

English Conversation Club at MPL DMR 

 Wednesdays 5-6PM 

Key  

MPL = Menlo Park Library PRMP = Project Read – Menlo Park  

BH = Belle Haven Library   BHS = Belle Haven School  

DMR = Downstairs Meeting Room  


